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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 4137 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, TU, GR, US, CY 

SUB J : ECEVIT'S HANDLING OF US-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP 
AND THE PROBLEM OF NATIONALISM 

1 . WE HAVE IN PAST EXPRESSED OUR VIEW THAT AN EMOTIONAL 
AND CHAUVINISTIC NATIONALISM CAN TAKE ROOT HERE, INTENSIFIED 
BY WHAT TURKS SEE AS INJUSTICES OF US EMBARGO. IN 

TURKEY, AS IN US AND OTHER COUNTRIES, THERE IS 

ALWAYS A DANGER THAT POLITICAL LEADERS, IN RESPONDING TO SENSE OF 
PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL PRIDE WILL BE TEMPTED TO EXCESSES 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 04137 011011Z 

AND WHIP UP DISTORTED AND ANTI-FOREIGN FORMS OF NATIONALISM. 

JACK ANDERSON'S COLUMN OF MAY 21 MADE USE, OUT OF CONTEXT, OF SOME 
OF OUR COMMENTS IN THIS REGARD. 

2. IN MARCH I EXPRESSED TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MY CON- 
CERN THAT IF EMBARGO IS LIFTED THERE WILL BE A FEELING HERE THAT 
THIS SUCCESS SHOULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO "TALKING TOUGH" TO 
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THE AMERICANS, AND THAT THE WRONG LESSON WILL BE LEARNED 
ABOUT THE WAY TO DEAL WITH US THAT WILL MAKE THE PROBLEM 
OF REPAIRING THE DAMAGE DONE TO US RELATIONSHIP BY 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM AND THE EMBARGO MORE DIFFICULT. THIS 
CONCERN PEAKED IN MARCH, PARTICULARLY WITH ECEVIT'S 
STATEMENTS IN MONTREUX AND BEFORE THE SENATE. 

3. SINCE THAT TIME OUR CONCERNS HAVE LESSENED SUBSTANTIALLY. 
AT THE NATO SUMMIT, AND IN THEIR RECENT HANDLING OF OUR 
RELATIONS, ECEVIT AND HIS GOVERNMENT HAVE ACTED WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY AND STATESMANSHIP. THE FEARS WE HAD EARLIER 
EXPRESSED ABOUT APPEALS BY PRIME MINISTER AND GOVERNMENT 
TO THE LESS ATTRACTIVE CURRENTS OF NATIONAL FRF, I .TNG HAVE 
NOT MATERIALIZED. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WE CONSIDER THAT 
THE HANDLING OF THE US-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN 
TREATED WITH SUBSTANTIAL MATURITY AND SKILL AND THAT 
MAIOR EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO AVOID POTENTIALLY 
NASTY SITUATION. 
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